
The Christmas Candy Auditions

A Christmas Play by Teresa McClintock and Katrina Lerma

SCENE ONE - BUDDERSKOCH THEATER STAGE, JUNE , PRESENT DAY

Stage is set with a stage curtain; a table SL full of very 
large fake Christmas candy props, covered with a large    
coat, scarf, and a small blanket during Scene One; a 
small table DSR for the casting director; a stool or chair; 
an extra chair near director’s table; usable microphones 
in stands in various positions across the stage. A sign on 
an easel, UR says “Budderskoch Theater ‘Sizzling 
Summer Amateur Variety Show’ Auditions Today.”

PLAY TRACK - CH #1 -  Christmas Candy Theme 

ENTER, two cute N & N candies who walk to the music 
from SL to SR then back again. They  show their signs to 
the audience. The signs say, “A Hot and Muggy  Summer 
Day - With Cool Surprises on the Way...” they stop DC.

N & N
A hot and muggy summer day - with cool surprises on the way!

 They EXIT.

ENTER from back of audience,  MR. SNICKERS, a 
casting director working at the theater. He wears 
lightweight summer clothing (shorts, shoes not suitable 
for winter, short-sleeved shirt) and carries a binder (this 
can have this script in it) for the auditions he’s preparing 
to run. He is hot, tired, bored, and wishes he had a more 
exciting task than casting the  “Sizzling Summer Amateur 
Variety Show” for the theater. 

LIGHTS ARE UP FULL

SNICKERS sets his binder down on the table and calls 
out to the imaginary lighting guy in the back of the 
theater, shielding his eyes.
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SNICKERS
Hey, Chunky! You wanna turn those lights down until the auditions actually start?  Last 
thing we need in July is extra heat on stage. By the time I’m done watching the amateur 
auditions today, I will be hot enough under the collar. Thanks.

Nothing happens with the lighting. SNICKERS waits.

SNICKERS
Chunky? ... You up there? Ugh. 

(assuming JD is nearby)
Johnny, be a good assistant and go up and find Chunky, would ya.?...... Johnny?

(yelling in no particular direction)
Johnny? Day ten! Late again? I would think all those bells at the detention center would 
have taught you something about bein’ on time.

ENTER JOHN D’ TOURE, (JD), a young man who has 
been in trouble with the law and is now working as an 
apprentice at the Budderskoch Theater as part of the 
detention center’s summer work-study rehabilitation 
program. He is dressed in long pants, a long sleeved 
button down shirt (only half tucked in), dark shoes, and 
wears a baseball hat backwards. (Underneath his pants, 
he wears long socks for a quick change to knickers in 
Scene Two) He has a push broom and stops to lean on it.

JD
Dude! Chill! I was sweeping backstage. First chore. Every. Dumb. Day. Remember?

SNICKERS
Ok, Johnny, ok...

JD

 And, dude! Don’t call me Johnny!

SNICKERS

(keeping his cool)
Why not?  

(Reading from binder)
. 
Your ... paperwork says your name is John D’Toure. 

2.
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(a little too politely)
How would you prefer to be addressed?

JD
Call me, “JD!”

SNICKERS
Fine. I’ll start calling you, “JD” just as soon as you stop calling me, “Dude.” 

JD, not happy, starts sweeping. SNICKERS sits at his 
table.

SNICKERS
Looks good enough for amateurs in here. What I really need you to do is head down to 
the cafeteria and pick up the sandwich I ordered.

JD drops the broom, pulls  up a chair and puts his feet on 
the table, testing his boss’ patience.

JD
Now, do I look like a “pick up my sandwich” kinda kid to you? 

They both sit, arms crossed, locking eyes for a moment.

ENTER, KATY a cafeteria employee. She is cheerful and 
kind. She wears a plain apron over her clothes and has 
her hair pulled back or in a net. She has a pen or pencil. 
She is carrying Snickers’ sandwich wrapped on a plate 
and a waitress type note pad.

Breaking the stand-off, she crosses to hand Snickers his 
sandwich.

KATY
Hi, Mr. Snickers. Sorry about the delay. Three people called in sick today. So I thought 
I’d bring this up myself and apologize. 

SNICKERS

(glaring a little at JD)
Why, that’s very sweet of you, Katy. Thank you. Wasn’t that sweet, JD?

JD
Hmph.
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KATY
Hi, JD! How’s the new job going? You couldn’t ask for a nicer boss. Food isn’t too bad 
here either, if I do say so myself. Can I get you something, hon?

(waits with her pad ready...)

JD sits up straight, kind of dumbfounded at her kindness, 
but doesn’t answer.

KATY
Well, maybe later. Have fun today, you guys. 

(noticing the sign)
Ah... amateur auditions! I feel a SWEET MAGIC in the air.

KATY exits humming “Dance of the Sugar Plum” or 
other Christmas song, fairly loudly. 

LIGHTS DIM SLOWLY. 

SNICKERS AND JD
Sweet Magic?

Uncomfortable he and Snickers agreed, JD picks up the 
broom and starts sweeping, gradually heading off stage.

SNICKERS
Gotta admit, she’s.......

(taking a bite of sandwich)

JD

(under his breath)
Nuts...

SNICKERS
Nice, yes, she is. Very nice. You could be nicer, you know.

JD
And the point of that would be...?
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SNICKERS

(tired of the fight and sarcastic)
Oh, I don’t know. Maybe to get yourself off of Santa’s NAUGHTY list?

JD
It’s July, dude. 

JD Exits with the broom and a whole lot of attitude.

(At this time the actor playing JD goes backstage. He 
quickly slides his pants up into knickers, tucks in his shirt, 
puts on a vest and old-fashioned cap - changing his 
clothing into a JOHNNY costume.)

SNICKERS, sighs, mutters to himself, takes another bite, 
then notices the lights dimming, shields his eyes and talks 
to the imaginary lighting man.

SNICKERS
Oh, Chunky. Glad you’re back. 

PLAY TRACK. CH #2 - To Christmas Candies 

SNICKERS CONT’D

Yeah, that’s better, just keep on dimming those scorchers.... 

(looking at his watch, sleepily)
Ugh..... Amateur Onslaught in one hour... Still plenty of time for a nice little nap, 
though...... Sweet.... 

Track CH #2 continues.

Feeling cooler and relaxed, SNICKERS puts his sandwich 
aside, kicks back in the chair, and puts his feet up on the 
table for a rest .

LIGHTING GOES DIM 
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As SNICKERS falls asleep and music continues, the scene 
is changed by KATY, now in an old-fashioned, bright 
Candy-maker apron and hat, and JOHNNY, now in 
knickers, shirt tucked in, a vest, and an old-fashioned 
cap. JOHNNY is a super-helpful nice kid, eager to please 
his boss and learn the business.

KATY carries a donut on a plate for Snickers. She 
uncovers the giant  fake candies SL, sets the blanket on 
the floor out of the way, and folds the large coat and scarf 
neatly over her arm. She works on the candy 
arrangement.

Meanwhile, JOHNNY hurries back on and flips the sign 
on the easel to one that now says, “Butterscotch Theater 
Christmas Candy Auditions Today,” then joins KATY over 
by the candy.

KATY and JOHNNY turn their backs to the audience and 
freeze in positions until track ends as a cue for the real 
lighting person.

Track CH #2 ends.

PLAY TRACK. CH #3 - Wake up, Mr. Snickers!

LIGHTS UP HALF

ENTER N & N  walking to the music. They cross again 
with signs that say.  “Some Dreams Are Sweet As Can Be - 
Will This One Sour? We Shall See” They say these words 
into the microphones. EXIT.

N & N
Some dreams are sweet as can be - Will this one sour? We shall see.

They EXIT.

LIGHTS UP FULL.

JOHNNY and KATY unfreeze and action begins.
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TESSA CANDY-CANE
Wait! So he won’t forget!

 TESSA CANDY-CANE scurries back to stage to place the 
small red and white candy cane on Snicker’s table. She 
catches up with the others and exits.

Track CH #13 ends.

(Backstage, Actor playing JOHNNY quickly turns his 
pants back into long pants, takes off the vest and cap, 
leaves the shirt tucked in, puts his baseball cap on front 
forward.)

LIGHTS DIM.

SCENE SEVEN -  CHRISTMAS IN JULY

PLAY TRACK. CH #14 - Christmas in July

ENTER, N & N walking to the music.   MADICYN N 
carries a sign that says, “Christmas Dreaming is Over 
and Done , Christmas Lessons Have Only Just Begun.” 
ADICYN N goes to the audition sign and turns it back 
around to Budderskoch Theater side, then joins Madicyn 
N at DC.

N & N    
Christmas dreaming is over and done - Christmas lessons have only just begun!

They EXIT.

Track CH #14 ends.

LIGHTS UP FULL

ENTER KATY, now wearing her cafeteria clothes once 
again. She is on the stage by JD’s invitation. She walks in 
and is admiring the new fake candy display.

ENTER JD, a little breathless with excitement. JD rushes 
past Katy in his hurry to tell Snickers about the amateur 
act he has seen.

24.
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KATY
Whoa! Hi, JD! What’s all the excitement? 

JD

(turning back to Katy, loud stage whisper)
Oh, Hi, Miss Katy. I just saw the coolest amateur act on the street. And by cool, I mean 
they were all dressed in like Christmassy kinda stuff, which made me feel cool, cuz, ya 
know, Christmas is in December. 

KATY
Yeah. I got that part....

JD
Anyway, I thought the boss might think they would be “cool” acts for the variety show. 
You know,  call it, “Christmas in July” or somethin’.  I even snuck in their props for them 
while he was sleeping. I called you up here for your opinion. So whaddya think?

KATY
I think I’m glad to hear you’re taking such an interest in the business around here, JD. 
I’ve always had faith you’d come around. Proud of you.

JD
Aw. No big deal. 

(waking Snickers)
Mr. Snickers? You awake, sir? Got a question for you.

SNICKERS

(now awake with one eye open)
Questions? Let’s start with, who are you and what did you do with my snarky sweeper 
guy?

JD
Aw, no time for jokes today, Mr. Snickers. I just found the perfect act for the Summer 
Amateur Show. They’re waiting to see you now. You ready?

SNICKERS

(shakes head, rubs eyes)
As I’ll ever be, I guess.

25.
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JD goes quickly to get the CHRISTMAS CANDY 
PERFORMERS he found and bring them to the stage.

KATY

(goes to Snickers)
Typical  July out there, Snickers. Not exactly coat weather. May I?

KATY holds her hands out to take his coat and scarf.

SNICKERS obeys, kind of in a daze as to how/why he’s 
even wearing a coat in the first place.

KATY EXITS.

PLAY TRACK. CH #15 - Red, White and True Reprise.

ENTER JD and all the Christmas Candy actors. (Older 
candy actors can help the younger candy actors get to 
their places on stage by the time the singing should start)

As music softens...

JD

(reads audition card)
Meet .... The coolest candies on the continent, in an act called...  uhh... oh, why not? 
“Christmas in July.” 

JD hands the audition card to Snickers and takes a knee 
or a seat where he can watch the “choir” he found.

SNICKERS

(a little dumfounded)
O...kay. Show me what ya got.

Actors wait until music volume increases and it is at the 
right spot, then sing along with it.

SNICKERS listens and a look of growing recognition 
comes to his face as he picks up the candy cane with the 
poem on his desk and hears the song.

26.
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SONG - RED, WHITE, AND TRUE REPRISE

ALL CHRISTMAS CANDIES

(singers can include Candy Corns and 
Popcorns )

STRIPES RED AND WHITE, REMINDERS OF LOVE
STRIPES RED AND WHITE, THAT SPEAK OF HIS PLAN
STRIPES RED AND WHITE, REMIND ME HE CAME FOR ME 
LOVING ME AS I AM, HE LOVES ME JUST AS I AM

(repeat)

Song ends. Bow in place during applause.

Track CH #15 ends.

JD
Whaddya think, Mr. Snickers? 

SNICKERS

(taping the candy cane in his hand)
Cute.  And really, really familiar for some reason.  You don’t think it’s too church-y for 
our audiences?

JD
Nah. Give them something to think about.

SNICKERS
Hmm. Yeah. Me, too. Well, I guess I’m willing to give your  ‘Christmas in July’ idea 
some thought since you went to so much trouble for me. And we’ll see what happens, 
okay?

ENTER KATY, now wearing her Candy Hat and Apron.

KATY

(to candies)
Oh! Aren’t you adorable!

(to Snickers)
I’ve got that extra strong coffee you ordered all ready for ya downstairs. 

27.
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SNICKERS

(still holding candy cane)
When did I order extra strong coffee....?

KELLY, ADELA, MELONY, AND 
LILLY LOLLY

(to Katy)
Hey, Cafeteria Lady, Nice Outfit!

KATY

(joyful holiday spirit)
Thanks! I’ve been making Candy Cane ice cream. There’s enough for all of you. Follow 
me!

PLAY TRACK. CH #16- Candy Cane Gifts 

ALL CANDIES and KATY exit, quietly excited.

(Optional) Exit to where there are baskets of candy canes 
with poems attached to give out to the audience members 
after the epilogue .                                      .

EPILOGUE

SNICKERS

(still holding candy cane)
Did Katy always wear that apron ....?   Oh, never-mind.  So, Johnny, whaddya say we go 
down for some of Katy’s Candy Cane ice cream?

JD
Why not,  Mr. Snickers?  We can talk about Christmas.

SNICKERS
Christmas in July?

JD
Or... just talk about Christmas....

SNICKERS
Sweet!

28.
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EXIT.

The End

(Optional - PLAY TRACK. CH #17 - Christmas Candy 
Exit)

(Optional  music for Bows / Candy Cane distribution to 
audience members) 
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